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Instructions to Property Owners and Contractors 
To obtain a pre-approved ADU plan, please follow these steps: 

Step 1: Obtain Site/Parcel information 

Please search your property information for setbacks, easements, flood zone, and climate zone. 

A. Flood zone information can be found at: Interactive County Map (GIS Tool) | Kern County, CA  

1) On the Layers Tab, Flood is under Engineering and Survey, Flood, DFIRM Flood Zones 

*Properties within a Flood Zone are not eligible to use Pre-Approved ADU plans* 

B. Setbacks can be provided by the Planning and Natural Resources Department (2700 M Street, Bakersfield, 
CA 93301) whose counter hours are 1:00 to 4:30 pm or in the Zoning Ordinance: Zoning Ordinance - Kern 
County Planning & Natural Resources Dept. (kernplanning.com) 

C. Easements can be found at the Kern County Public Works Development Map site: 
https://www.kernpublicworks.com/services/development/maps  

D. Please find your Climate Zone. Type in your address at: EZ Building Climate Zone Finder (arcgis.com) Please 
note in Kern County there are three (3) Climate Zones, 13,14 and 16. 

Step 2: Fire Sprinklers 

Find out the age of your existing house. This information can be obtained at the Kern County Assessor’s Office 
(1115 Truxtun Ave [2nd Floor], Bakersfield, CA 93301) or online: 
https://www.kerncounty.com/government/departments/assessor-recorder/property/assessor-property-search  

If your home was built after 2011, fire sprinklers are required.  

Step 3: Traffic Impact Fees and Park Fees 

Areas around Kern County are subject to traffic impact fees and park fees if your plan is greater than 750 square 
feet.  

To check if your property is within a traffic fee area, please contact Rodd Parke, Engineer, at 
parker@kerncounty.com or (661) 862-8848.  

If your project is located with North of the River (NOR) or City of Tehachapi jurisdiction, you may be subject to 
park fees. Please contact NOR or City of Tehachapi to learn more.  

Step 4: Pick Plan  

Please pick a plan on the website that will fit (size of ADU) within the restrictions of your parcel (setbacks and 
easements) and your Climate Zone.  

Step 5: Contact Architect/Engineer/Designer 

Contact the Architect/Engineer/Designer of the plans you selected. Please provide the 
Architect/Engineer/Designer with the parcel information you obtained in Step 1.  

Architect/Engineer/Designer will provide you with a letter and site plan allowing you to pull a permit for their plan.  

Step 6: Obtain Will Serve Letters – Water, Sewer, Septic 

Contact your water and sewer provided such as North of the River or Rosamond Water District to obtain will serve 
letters.  

https://www.kerncounty.com/government/gis-menu/interactive-county-map-gis-tool
https://kernplanning.com/planning/planning-documents/zoning-ordinance/
https://kernplanning.com/planning/planning-documents/zoning-ordinance/
https://www.kernpublicworks.com/services/development/maps
https://caenergy.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5cfefd9798214bea91cc4fddaa7e643f
https://www.kerncounty.com/government/departments/assessor-recorder/property/assessor-property-search
mailto:parker@kerncounty.com
https://www.kernpublicworks.com/services/development/building-inspection/pre-approved-accessory-dwelling-units


 
 
 

If you are not part of the sewer system, please contact Environmental Health either in person (2700 M Street, 
Bakersfield, CA 93301) or via phone (661) 862-8740 for septic requirements.  

Step 7: Application  

Please fill out a Building Permit Application in person (2700 M Street, Bakersfield, CA 93301) or online 
accela.kerncounty.com/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx. Submit letter and site plan provided by 
Architect/Engineer/Designer along with will serve letters. 

Step 8: Fees – School, Traffic, Sewer, Building Inspection, etc. 

Building Fees are due at the time of application. Basic building fees are approximately $1.00 per square foot. 
These fees do not include Planning, school, traffic or sewer fees.  

Planning fees are approximately $700.00 plus $52 for a Street Address application.  

School fees will apply. This is approximately $4.00 per square foot.  

If your proposed ADU is larger than 750 square feet, traffic impact and park fees apply.  

Sewer fees are based on location.  

Example: 400 sq ft ADU without school or sewer fees is approximately $1,336.51.  

In this example, traffic fees and park fees do not apply as it is under 750 sq ft. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kernpublicworks.com/services/development/building-inspection/building-permit-application
https://accela.kerncounty.com/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx

