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Goal & Objectives
ÅUnderstanding significant changes from 

the 2022 to the 2025 CBC

ÅIdentify differences between selected 
provisions of the 2025 CBC and the 
2022 edition

ÅDetermine if the change is an addition, 
deletion, modification or clarification

ÅExplain intent and application of changes



Why does 
this matter? ÅTechnical modifications, 

clarifications and additions to each 
new edition of the CBC recognize 
the most current thinking 
regarding:

üFire and life-safety design

üStructural design

üConstruction method 
performance

üTechnological advances

üNew products.



California 
Residential 

Code



CRC  Significant Changes Parts 1 & 2



Significant Changes  Parts 1 and 2

Ç R303 Foam Plastic

Ç R306.2 Flood Hazard Areas

Ç R310 Smoke Alarms

Ç R315 Sleeping Lofts

Ç R317 Garages and Carports

Ç R318.7.6 Stairway Landings

Ç R318.8 Ramps

Ç R320 Handrails

Ç R323 Elevators and Hoistways

Ç R325 Light, Ventilation and Heating

Ç R329 Solar Energy Systems

Ç R330.4 Energy Storage System Locations

Ç R337 Materials and Construction Methods for Exterior Wildfire Exposure

Ç R102.7 Wildland Urban Interface

Ç R104 Building Official Duties and Powers

Ç R111 Water Service

Ç R202 Definitions of Energy Storage Systems

Ç Chapter 3 Reorganization

Ç R301.2.1 Components and Cladding

Ç R301.2.11 Wind Maps

Ç R301.2.2 Buildings Required to Meet Seismic Provisions

Ç R301.2.2.10 Seismic Restraint

Ç R301.2.3 Snow Loads

Ç R302.1 Exterior Walls

Ç R302.3 Two-Family Dwellings

Ç R302.3.5 Vertically Stacked Dwelling Units

Ç R302.3.6 Shared Accessory Rooms

Ç R302.13 Floor Protections



R102.7 
Wildland-Urban Interface
ÅSection language added to address the provisions of Part 7 and the 

creation of the California Wildland-Urban Interface Code.
ÅLocal and State Fire Hazard Severity Zones changed. 

ÅKern County GIS has the map: Kern County GIS

Å!ŦǘŜǊ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ YŜǊƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DL{Σ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ά!ƭƭ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ [ŀȅŜǊǎέ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ 
Public Safety ς Fire ς Fire Hazard Severity Zones

Change Type: Addition

https://maps.kerncounty.com/H5/index.html?viewer=KCPublic




Wildland-Urban Interface ï Part 7

ÅCWUIC applies to new buildings and any addition and alteration (only the 
scope of work of the addition or alteration) located in any of the following:

ÅSRA ς Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones

ÅSRA ς High Fire Hazard Severity Zones

ÅSRA ς Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zones

ÅLRA ς Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone

ÅLRA ς High Fire Hazard Severity Zone

ÅLRA ς Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone IF designated by the local agency



Wildland-Urban Interface ï Part 7

Responsibility  

Area
Fire  Hazard Severity  

Zone

Construction  

Requirements  

(Chapter  5)

Defensible Space 

Requirements 

(Chapter 6)

State 

(SRA)

Very High Applicable Applicable

High Applicable Applicable

Moderate Applicable Applicable

Local  

(LRA)

Very High Applicable Applicable

High Applicable Not Applicable

Moderate Not Applicable Not Applicable



Wildland-Urban Interface ï Part 7

Å101.3.1 Application. New buildings located in any Fire Hazard Severity Zone or 
Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area designated by the enforcing agency 
constructed after the application date shall comply with the provisions of this 
code. This shall include all new buildings with residential, commercial, 
educational or institutional or similar occupancy type use
ÅExceptions:
ÅGroup U occupancy accessory/agricultural buildings of any size at least 50 feet from applicable 

building on the same lot
ÅGroup C occupancy (organized camps) special buildings conforming to the limitations specified in 

CBC Section 450.4.1 
ÅNew accessory buildings and miscellaneous structures specified in Section 504.11 shall comply 

only with the requirements of that section.

ÅAn Accessory Dwelling Unit is NOT an accessory building



Wildland-Urban Interface ï Part 7

Å503.1 Additions, alterations and buildings/structures relocated into or 
within wildland-urban interface areas shall meet the construction 
requirements in accordance with Chapter 5



Wildland-Urban Interface ï Part 7

Å507.1 Replacement or repair of roof coverings
ÅThe roof covering on buildings or structures in existence prior to the adoption of 

this code that are replaced or have 50% or more replaced in a 12-month period 
shall be replaced with a roof covering required for new construction in 
accordance with Sections 504.2 and 504.2.1

ÅAll portions of a roof coving applied during an addition, alteration or repair to an 
existing structure shall meet at least a Class A fire classification. 



IECC  vs California Energy Code



R104 
Powers and Duties
ÅR104.1 General

ÅR104.2 Determination of 
compliance
ÅR104.2.1 Listed compliance

ÅR104.2.2 Alternative materials, design 
and methods of construction and 
equipment
ÅR104.2.2.1 Approval authority

ÅR104.2.2.2 Application and disposition

ÅR104.2.2.3 Compliance with code intent

ÅR104.2.2.4 Equivalency criteria

ÅR104.2.2.5 Tests

ÅR104.2.2.6 Reports

ÅR104.2.2.6.1 Evaluations reports

ÅR104.2.2.6.2 Other reports

ÅR104.2.3 Modifications
ÅR104.2.3.1 Flood hazard areas

ÅR104.3 Applications and permits

ÅR104.4 Right of entry
ÅR104.4.1 Warrant

ÅR104.5 Identification

ÅR104.6 Notices and orders

Change Type: Clarification



R104 
Powers and Duties
ÅR104.7 Official records
ÅR104.7.1 Approvals
ÅR104.7.2 Inspections
ÅR104.7.3 Code alternatives and 

modifications
ÅR104.7.4 Tests
ÅR104.7.5 Fees

ÅR104.8 Liability
ÅR104.8.1 Legal defense

ÅR104.9 Approved materials 
Equipment
ÅR104.9.1 Materials and equipment 

reuse



R104.2.1 
Listed compliance
ÅWhere this code or a referenced 

standard requires equipment, 
materials, products or services to 
be listed and a listing standard is 
specified, the listing shall be based 
on the specified standard. Where 
a listing standard is not specified, 
the listing shall be based on an 
approved listing criteria. 

ÅListings shall be germane to the 
provision requiring the listing. 
Installation shall be in accordance 
with the listing and the 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
where required to verify 
compliance, the listing standard 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
shall be made available to the 
building official.



R104.2.2.1 
Alternative materials: Approval Authority
ÅAn alternative material, design or 

method of construction shall be 
approved where the building 
official finds that the proposed 
alternative is satisfactory and 
complies with Sections 104.2.2 
through 104.2.2.6, as applicable. 



R104.2.2.4 
Alternative materials: Equivalency criteria
ÅAn alternative material, design or 

method of construction shall, for the 
purpose intended, be not less than 
the equivalent of that prescribed in 
this code with respect to all of the 
following, as applicable:
ÅQuality
ÅStrength
ÅEffectiveness
ÅDurability
ÅSafety, other than fire safety
ÅFire safety



R104.2.2.5 
Alternative materials: Tests
ÅTests conducted to demonstrate 

equivalency in support of an 
alternative material, design or 
method of construction 
application shall be of a scale that 
is sufficient to predict 
performance of the end use 
configuration. Such tests shall be 
performed by a party acceptable 
to the building official. 



R111 
Service Utilities
ÅR111.1 Connection of service 

utilities. A person shall not make 
connections from a utility, a 
source of energy, fuel, power, or 
water system or sewer system to 
any building or system that is 
regulated by this code for which a 
permit is required, until approved 
by the building official. 

Change Type: Clarification



R202 
Energy Storage Systems
ÅEnergy Storage Systems (ESS). 

One device or multiple devices, 
assembled together, capable of 
storing electrical energy to be 
supplied at a future time. 

Change Type: Modification



R202 
Rainscreen System
ÅRainscreen. An assembly applied 

to the exterior side of an exterior 
wall which consists of, at 
minimum, an outer layer, an inner 
layer and a cavity between them 
sufficient for the passive removal 
of liquid water and water vapor. 

ÅThis definition clarifies the 
difference between a rainscreen 
system and having an airspace 
behind cladding. 

Change Type: Addition





Chapter 3  
Reorganization
ÅR301-R307 Design/Construction

ÅR308-R311 Active Fire Resistance

ÅR312-317 Rooms and spaces

ÅR318-R321 Means of egress

ÅR324-R328 Home Safety

ÅR329-R332 Solar/ESS/Energy

ÅR334-339 CA Specific Codes

Change Type:Modification









R301.2.1 
Components and Cladding
ÅComponent and cladding pressure zones

Change Type: Modification



R301.2.1 
Components and Cladding ï cont.



R301.2.2.10 
Seismic Restraint
ÅAnchorage requirements are 

expanded to include seismic restraint 
for ALL APPLIANCES needing 
seismic restraint ς not solely water 
heaters and thermal storage units.
ÅIn SDC D0, D1, and D2 

Exceptions:
ÅSuspended mechanical ducts, electrical 

conduit, automatic sprinkler and 
plumbing systems
ÅWhere the appliance or equipment is 

bearing on an elevated floor or roof and 
the housing height is not greater than 
1.5 times the width of the housing base
ÅWhere weight of the appliance or 

equipment is 50 pounds or less.

Change Type: Modification



R301.2.3 
Snow Loads
ÅThe snow load map is updated

ÅUse ASCE Hazard Tool
ÅASCE 7-22

ÅRisk Category II

ÅMust use allowable stress design 
(ASD) ground snow load, pgASD

Change Type: Modification





R315 
Sleeping Lofts
ÅMaximum area requirements add 

for sleeping lofts along with a 
definition

ÅConsidered portion of story below

Change Type: Addition



R315, R202 
Sleeping Lofts
ÅQualify as a sleeping loft if: 
ÅArea <70 ft2 

ÅCeiling height for < one-half of floor 
area max. 7 ft tall

ÅCeiling height min. 3 ft tall

ÅPermanent means of egress

ÅFloor below min. 7 ft ceiling height

Change Type: Addition



R315.1 
Exception ï Small Sleeping Lofts
ÅNeed not comply with Section 

R315 if all are true: 
ÅMax depth <3 ft

ÅFloor area < 35 ft2 

ÅNot provided with a permanent 
means of egress



R318.7.6 
Stairway Landings
ÅbŜǿ ǘŜǊƳ άŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƛǊǎέ 

Change Type: Modification



R323 
Elevators and Hoistways
ÅHoistways added to elevator and 

platform lift section

ÅPrivate residence elevators to 
conform to ASME A17.1/CSA 
B44, Section 5.3

ÅHoistway enclosures and opening 
protection to meet ASME A17.1 
Sections 5.3.1.1 and 5.3.1.8

Change Type: Addition



R325 
Light, Ventilation and Heating
ÅLight and ventilation are 

separated into their own sections.

Change Type: Addition



R329.6.4 
BIPV Systems
ÅBuilding-integrated photovoltaic 

(BIPV) systems should be marked 
from below to identify hazardous 
areas for emergency responders.

Change Type: Modification



R330.4 
Energy Storage System Locations
ÅOpenings and penetrations in ESS 

storage spaces shall be protected 
similar to garages

Change Type: Modification



CRC  Significant Changes Part 3



Significant Changes Part 3
Ç R401.4 Soils Tests

Ç Figure R403.1(1) Concrete Stem walls

Ç R403.1.2 Continuous Footings in SDC D

Ç R502.11 Guard Post Attachment to Floor Framing

Ç R506.2 Post-Tensioded Slabs

Ç R506.3.3 Vapor Retarder

Ç R507.5 Deck Beams

Ç R507.5.1, R507.5.2 Deck Bearing and Connections

Ç R507.9.1.3 Ledger to Band Joist Details

Ç R507.9.1.5-R507.9.1.8 Ledger Flashing and Water-Resistive Barriers

Ç Table R602.3(1) Roof Framing Lumber Specific Gravity

Ç R602.10.2.2 Braced Wall Panel Placement

Ç R602.10.3 Wall Height

Ç Table R602.10.5 Contributing Length of Braced Wall Panels

Ç R602.10.6 Length of Portal Frame

Ç R703.2 Water-Resistive Barrier

Ç R703.3.1, R703.3.4 Exterior Wall Covering

Ç R703.4 Flashing

Ç R703.6.1 Furring Over WRBs for Wood Shakes and Shingles

Ç R703.7.3 Water-Resistive Barriers for Stucco

Ç R703.11,R703.14 Vinyl and Polypropylene Siding

Ç R703.18 Fiber-Mat Reinforced Cementitious Backer Units

Ç R704 Exterior Soffits and Fascia

Ç R902.1 Roof Assemblies

Ç R905.7, R905.8 Wood Shakes and Shingles

Ç R905.12,R905.13.4,R905.14.4 Single-Ply, Liquid-Applied and Sprayed 
Roofing

Ç R905.15,R905.16 BIPV Roofs

Ç R908.3 Roof Replacement

Ç R909 Roof Coatings



R502.11
 Floor framing supporting guards

ÅAdded details for bracing floor when attaching guard

ÅBlocking for joists perpendicular to the floor edge

ÅBlocking for joists parallel to the floor edge

ÅBlocking added between floor joists   

 

Change Type: Addition

Guardrail at open floor must have bracing 
within the floor


